
 

 

City of Whitewater 
Parks and Recreation Board  

 Minutes 
Tuesday, May 14, 2013 - 5:00pm 
2nd Floor, City Municipal Building 

312 W. Whitewater St. Whitewater, WI 53190 
 
Call to Order and Roll Call at 5:14pm 
 Ken Kidd, Bruce Parker, Nathan Jaeger and Rachel DePorter. Absent: Brandon Knedler, Jen Kaina, Teri Smith 
and Kim Gosh. 
Staff:  Matt Amundson, Deb Weberpal, Michelle Dujardin  
Guests:   Richard Helmick, Mike Ciardo, Beverley Stone, and David Stone  
 
Election of Parks and Recreation Board Chairperson 
Kidd nominated Knedler for Parks and Recreation Board Chairperson, seconded by Jaeger 
Ayes:  Parker, Kidd, DePorter, and Jaeger.   Noes:  None.   Abstain:  None.  Absent:  Gosh, Kaina, Smith and 
Knedler.  Motion passed. 
 
Election of Parks and Recreation Vice-Chairperson 
Kidd nominated Jaeger for Parks and Recreation Board Vice-Chairperson, seconded by DePorter  
Ayes:  Parker, Kidd, DePorter, and Jaeger.   Noes:  None.   Abstain:  None.  Absent:  Gosh, Kaina, Smith and 
Knedler.  Motion passed. 
 
Appointment of Parks and Recreation Board Members to the following commissions and boards 

 Plan and Architectural Review Commission  

 Urban Forestry Commission 

 Whitewater Aquatic Board  
 
Kidd nominated Parker for Plan and Architectural Review Commission, Knedler for Urban Forestry 
Commission and Smith for Whitewater Aquatic Board, seconded by DePorter. Ayes:  Parker, Kidd, DePorter, 
and Jaeger.   Noes:  None.   Abstain:  None.  Absent:  Gosh, Kaina, Smith and Knedler.  Motion passed. 
  
 
Consent Agenda: Approval of Parks and Recreation Board minutes of April 9, 2013, and Receipt and 
acknowledgment of Urban Forestry Commission minutes of March 26, 2013, Expedited approval of refund 
request by Diana Cruz for Starin Park shelter reservation, Refund request by Tammy Koebler for youth 
baseball registration, and Refund request by Dea Creanza for youth baseball registration  
No items to be removed from consent agenda.  
 
Kidd moved to approve consent agenda, seconded by Parker. Ayes:  Parker, Kidd, DePorter, and Jaeger.   
Noes:  None.   Abstain:  None.  Absent:  Gosh, Kaina, Smith and Knedler.  Motion passed. 
 
 
Hearing of Citizen Comments: 
No formal action will be taken during this meeting, although issues raised may become part of a future 
agenda. Participants are allotted a 3 minute speaking period. Specific items listed on the agenda may 
not be discussed at this time; however, citizens are invited to speak to those issues as designated in the 
agenda. 
 
 
 



 

 

Richard Helmick : Effigy mounds concerns and questions: 

 Is there a specific schedule of clearing the grass on top of the mounds and an order of the mounds 
will be done in? 

  Over two years ago, two benches were taken out of the park and temporary placed at Trost Nature 
Preserve, when are they going to be replaced?  

 Is there a way to display information about each mound that does not go into the ground? 
Suggestion might be large boulders with plaques mounted on them; does park and recreation board 
have any concerns about that suggestion?  

 For the last four years we have worked with Jennings out there to make sure the trail was marked 
and was mowed and followed. The city crew has not been following the correct trail, can we mark 
the right trail?  

 In the recent mow of the mounds area, four of the mounds have been seriously damaged and 
scrapped down to the bare earth.  

 
 
Staff Reports: 
Recreation & Community Events Programmer 

 Pig in The Park: The Pig in the Park event will take place on June 14th & 15th. The event is hopeful for 
36 competitors. Event changes include Friday night public tasting of the competitors product and 
additional family events on Saturday.   

 Summer Program Update: Kids Escape program recently had a change in registration options which 
seems to have increased enrollment, Sunrise Yoga is now being offered Monday & Wednesday at 
5:30am at Cravath Lakefront Park and is free to the community, Outdoor cycling rides will be offered 
for the first time this summer with already excited response from inside riders along with some 
seniors sparking an interest. L.E.A.P (Liberal Education & America’s Promise) has formed a committee 
to break the Guinness Book World record of 1,348 participants held by New Zealand as the largest 
leap frog event as a way to educated other about the importance of the L.E.A.P program. The event 
is scheduled for September 7th.  

 
Senior Coordinator  

 Resource Fair: Took place on Thursday, May 2nd at Downtown Armory. 34 Vendors provided 
information and gave rave reviews of the event. Hope to make annual event. 

 Volunteer Policy Development: In June there will be a review of the current volunteer policy, waiver 
and exploration of insurance for van drivers  

 
Parks & Recreation Director  

 Bicycle & Pedestrian Master Plan: Next meeting will take place, May 21st at 5pm to review draft plan.  

 Go Strive Launch: The launch took place Thursday, May 9th. Go Strive app is now available on iTunes 
and will be in the Android store soon. Whitewater Parks & Recreation will be running parallel 
systems at the start. Over the next year our department will implement Go Strive  

 Sportsmanship Program & Signage: Summer will unveil the sportsmanship program. Signs will go on 
all our fields. T-shirts will be made and will be rewarded to parents and visitors who demonstrate this 
sportsmanship. T-shirts will not be able to be purchased but must be earned. 

 Horseshoe Pits: Constructed as part of make a difference day, 7 full size pits, new location great 

 Effigy Mounds Preserve: Volunteer project has started 

 Project Update: Field of Dreams pavilion group  met with architect to draft concept, replacement of 
the municipal building heating system is in the starting phase with inviting prospective business in, 
Field of Dreams site plan was approved by Plan Commission on Monday, May 13th and will be moving 
onto Council approval with hopeful construction starting July, WW Creek restoration project is 
moving forward with survey work - the next step will be to hold information meetings with property 



 

 

owners, Turtle Mound playground pending this meeting will work with property owners to select 
equipment and send bids out to playground companies, continue to work with school district to 
switch out pea gravel in playgrounds, ADA facility and strategic plan improvements still listed as 
projects, Obtained Geese Control Permit by DNR to remove eggs from nest up to 20 nest; we also 
ordered flight control chemical product for Cravath & Trippe.  

  

Considerations: 
Approval of agreement with Whitewater Optimist Club regarding donation towards playground equipment 
at Turtle Mound Park 
Amundson introduced Mike Ciardo, President of Whitewater Optimists Club.  The Optimist Club is donating a 
total of $15,000 with three payments of $5,000. The agreement states the renaming of the park from Turtle 
Mound Park to Optimist Turtle Mound Park with additional signage on Turtle Mound circle. It’s a 20 year 
agreement tied to the life expectancy of equipment. Additional cost of sign is approximately $750-$1000 and 
will be worked into the project. 
 
Parker- stated it’s a wise idea having additional signage and having Optimist name on sign.  
 
Parker moved to approve the agreement with the Whitewater Community Optimist Club with the changes to 
agreement to include name changing of the park to Optimist Turtle Mound Park and additional signage with 
costs built into the project. Seconded by Kidd.  Ayes:  Parker, Kidd, DePorter, and Jaeger.   Noes:  None.   
Abstain:  None.  Absent:  Gosh, Kaina, Smith and Knedler.  Motion passed. 
 
Approval of agreement with UW-Whitewater Student Government regarding donation towards Treyton’s 
Field of Dreams 
Amundson introduced the donation and agreement was presented.  
 
DePorter moved to approve the agreement with the UW-Whitewater Student Government regarding 
donation towards Treyton’s Field of Dreams. Seconded by Parker.  Ayes:  Parker, Kidd, DePorter, and Jaeger.   
Noes:  None.   Abstain:  None.  Absent:  Gosh, Kaina, Smith and Knedler.  Motion passed. 
 
Review proposal for consultant services to assist with Strategic Plan  
Amundson introduced proposal and asked for open discussion of what the board is looking for.  
 
David Stone: Asked if we could ask about zoning code for building additions and what that means to park 
development 
 
Parker: Asked to include functions of the parks to be explored and defined 
 
Amundson: Stated the Economic Development portion might be able to be pulled off proposal and the 
addition of the review of our draft plan. 
 
Kidd: suggested that the Bike Pedestrian Plan should be part of task 1 
 
 Discussion and possible action related to chemical treatment of Cravath and Trippe Lakes to create 
navigation channel  
Amundson presented proposal received from Stantec to continue EWM treatment in a chemical manner 
while adding chemical treatment for the creation of a navigational channel 50’ wide on both sides for both 
lakes. 
 
Amundson stated that when you remove a plant you allow a native plant to grow and therefore not changing 
the aesthetic view of the lake. This would create navigational channel using typical chemical treatment.  



 

 

 
Jaeger: Asked if this is a yearly cost, Amundson responded; initially yes. 
 
Parker: How do you do a wide open area, Amundson stated the DNR has regulations that we follow.  
 
David Stone: Are the chemicals harmful for non targeted species? He also stated that he would also like to 
see mechanical harvesting done in conjunction with chemical treatment.  
 
Kidd moved to accept proposal from Stantec, seconded by Parker. Ayes:  Parker, Kidd, DePorter, and Jaeger.   
Noes:  None.   Abstain:  None.  Absent:  Gosh, Kaina, Smith and Knedler.  Motion passed. 
 
Kidd left meeting at 6:40pm 
 
Meeting officially adjourned at 6:40pm  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Michelle Dujardin  
 
Michelle Dujardin  


